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(i) = = ALRTT TSI § 3 TH A A1 F AL I
2. IR - 3F AFHT F O Foq For8 SHEeHE TSATGdl Hr arrorsa® gei 41 gt & o s F
ITITEA B TR 3 31, o wger aet fiwt & = # sfoatera fram s o, § &l 12 o 39 areht
RT3 TSI 6 To7T ST T STUEAT I TICE Tl g S 110 ST ITASH FHIT T GHTLTT AT 3T 2
3. qRTeTd — =7 Rawi ®, i< 92 § s srufera 7 gr v, -
i, CorfarfeEe & oyt % wfa gear e srferfaam, 1960 (1960 F1 59) i &;
i, weEIETT A ARy, (R @ # dedt TS % w9 # sfeatua fram o) & vEr e gan
& At g ot A srent-srem g1 |t g au7 o o 39 et gitat o =t #
AT SqATH AT ST & ATET g1 AT 3ok AT FLdT T FATX0T 21 Toh|
i, ‘wataeefi Rufy & s sv v & g et 7ft arem o st <= 2
iv. BT F AT 39 i, ae, SgrEd qagre o7 o 3uheu 7 ¢, g et ¥ 37ed gq
AT arer g qTE STUaT AfAE T F IUTNT H AT TS 8, BIH TREAT G20 TS 6
oo wferfea yia % g9 =TT
V. BT T FETHD SAET B gt | ot et safse () srerar st sterar sgeartaat
AT T FSAT ATAT THTAIT & g ST BIH o AT & ATAT ITh HATAT Hl HAT HLd &
T T =T<h (FATRAT) ol FIE 9+ SqT<h QTTTHe & foeeh AT | B §aTterd (ohaT ST 227 &l
vi. ‘¥ I AT GREAT T AT AT ITHNT T 7T ITINRT g AT o ATTO0TF IcqTa Heed
 TorT w1 T2 T o) ST TSI shi 2T s JTaT qiert T 2
vii. AT T (THeH) & SATTIT o " | A TR dr gid a@ aruisa® 9 § A7 IcIEd
TSI o 1T Sada Y T2 o Fore ST ST = 9187 qferdi 7 g
viii.  OSTRTOTRAT TTTERTOT & ST o7 S T TS &1 o T A [TANT 7 g g {1 Irered
ETH T Rt T 2
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xi.  “oep TR SHEE Ty & At AT aeehaaT 9uE Afa«aw, 1984 (1984 FT 52) Y
oITRT 2 3 @ () § 797 artearoa wshiga aep T sreamh & 2
Xii. ‘e - fHed 9 TATESA TIEA (M), 181 HEEA 9 Aigd UF AAET T EeA ¢,
Rrgiv faeg a7 #§ q9-wameeT § e FTd 3T FoAT0 e & forw oo srfeer faam 8
4. Rt & saguaisaar-T FEE 37 w9 a0 g1, SEF Al 6 aTSl § 62 a9 Tl gEigl s @r
STT &
5.  RIHT HT qSfiehr -
i O ST qATAT HF ST AT F TS RLreRar ARy g 397 AfRtEs e s e afw
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TSftgd e % forT smerae w3
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i, OSTEROT g ATIEd 95 H W i 9@, T¢] T, S SN 37 e swedmor 39, FiT 6w
AT FT0 H3Te T T 993-99T 97 [ Sa-qaT St sqaeTt oY e Jag T (ST
e srafera 2f) et g

iv. ST TTeEReor, sTgTal & MEHTET g o Hae § IHHT GHTLTE 3 S 9T WTH HT Geiia
FIIT AT T TITh0T THTOT-T ST F 4T

V.  OSfiRTer THTO-OF e ST TR S A 9 @ 9= 3w foro e gem wet sl
IqT TATIT AR TAATH-THTOT-9 F FHTS g4 T aTd F S el hf Jare & Fiae Uh e
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vi.  TI® W ST 9 REE F I g " Ugd gF YA § g 9 I i ag § AT agie i
srarter & e = iy Haterd Teg & 99 I fAqnr § 9Sted wrm

vii.  STTERTOT YHTOT-OS T EE § Bl gge ge v aw watda R srom
6. T gree Wt & @t 91 B =TT T S} Il -

()  E/FHTI/AETEE/ETST T TATHI/TATATR /A= ATIRT HST & ATl TRIAT 6 FHATT % o0
Ratfia watawofia oat & srqame = FFAT 1 srqares gAfd w79 F forg st gem

(i) =t SfeETRe qor FTFamT & S= $re UHT ST § s dagd G0 919 BH 2q, B & SaTHT &
forw Aaer w@feam grT e s 8 ar W FT STt o Sfaerer Mt g 9 Rt a6
AT AT F3 & forw Scaart g

(i) == FBTH I TLHRT T TTHA ¢ AT ST HITAT 6 AIAT HT IcqLaT3cd HEAT F TeITH FT R
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ffamw 3q FEATsT FE/foET JEred ((TadiHT) saTe @ gt w79 % o Suged @Y &
srfersprteat w1 et et ar fRfteqor & e U [Adteror 3 fAewt it v Rare dsferor stieeRwor #ir seqa

FTH % forT ITfepa T ThaT @ i ST ©¥ & Aferhrl-

() Tt SR | o wrH H wAer T g 2 S Wi 7 Aeor w7 aeha 8, el safce & Oofta
HTH o Heel § I8 G T T HIH SOET HIE Al TEqT FIA il T HT TFd g

(i)  TALreAr & JE MO atearr a7 fAfEse Sa-q2eT TersEl i a8t &7 9 w4
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8. 32 A el R & forg wme weew
T AT wrET AT @A ST % wtoerae % forw Metatea EfRfEsearst s @ B s =R -

T TedT F for weT T T I |1 99T a9 AAHIe ¥ FH A5l g A TeIw o § IidHEd: w9 A
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9. T IUAHAT & FHhiST HT TGT AT :

() I T TATHT AT TATAF T AT M h ATHAT AETHT qAcd HHT T ATIF 7 T 3
AR % o Uy o w9 &, T IUSASHAT; Y AEE % WAy @ A AT aferEt H
STersha &A1 AT i Tl

(i) T T TATHT AT S=Terh SUeTse Tierat it T, ¥ |iat e /1 0 gfert it dear o1 R
T

(i) = ferts RAfga wfgerd grar Ao % foro suersy sy s
10. IR ¥ dag # yiovy :
() HRTAT HT T G TSI 6 AFATN HT AT AT FTAUTed gl
(i)  TorehTer T @t ATell FATeA T AT STauter g
(i) TE-aTEATe® TATSAl HI AR T T (T % ITAR) F oo e et ey Fferas & adaer
= a7 2 o S
(iv) et R 3 foro = =1 foar s shanfea gem)
11. FfFrcfia TE@WE.—FE FT T T = AE AGTET 6 O A ATITAERA | SR T S@AT

Roafa & TaTea Jagq i R T@ATd IUese 0 & o7 qaieq S=erth, SEH gsiiga 797 =ihcas
ertferer 8, a1 i wom st Rafa & oy e @ 9ud & o dus sy Bt ags-ge7 v 7w
safda faro s =i

12. X IS0 T & YL —3ASS ITTIATAT (F=LY) T2 TSl 0T G g & (o0 avenss & faenfaaen # @fRa
oY forarrtarter =1 o=

13. S ST9rad QRIAT &7 & : w1, T5 sterad qRAT A7 990" w7 F ArsH9 o gasardi av ey
USTRT ST T =TT AT TSI SALTFT qRIAT I AT, of ST ST IAFT q¢ AN HAAT 6 ATHTL 2T

14, GSfiohTur T FAT : TS BT 30 910 W &7 T@@rd, =4 HIHl & dgd aed® ais o qgl (ha1 o
TgT &, ar astreneor srteerrT forfea & sor sarer Jifew 39 % a1 o ot et it srafar & ofiaw =t & r
FTLT FAT AT T STAT &7 FT TGHL I T, GSHHTUT FT THTIT TF FHT ThdT gl

15. Ysfiweor &1 A @ afe v, Rheaw F S o € w&@a w1 s Gfoe qaug-digr F fiaw
STITAT AT g AT GSMHe0T ATTAFHTOT FIET AS(ia 0T i ¥F 7 e 9 far=me o srowm

16. oMo : =9 [FI9T o qgad, UH SATErHRTLr AT TTTEERTr &7 TRt W % G0l & AR L IT T Fied
3 Tt smeer ae srdier i STt St B o7 ARt o gay # [idse wai

17. arfRaai : 3% FE w w1 FTHT AT W R TAT, AT FT Iow=a FAT § 97 I TLE F AT Fear
Ao srterfe=e, 1960 + siawa 79T it A % a7 af=q AT ST Ioer== UF This g 0
STTH 9% TATLT 31<h &l SO0 T YT JTET SITUAT Sl 39 AT 99 afed (AT ST

18. 9adq 99T ;

() 5T T = A F aqured & o0 sraeds Jere s Sraerar o 31 fTEa, 2019 a®
e AT ToF T8 QT ST T AE TATTT R T F4T)
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(i) HTSIET B, 01 ST, 2025 | Tge 77 99 FedTo (Qemi=aen & Fae S|
(i) ¥ R srfEeTi sote & wrfda g % are 01 S9ast, 2020 it ar) g

[FT. §. 3M¥-99014/13/2019-T7. 0. U, TH-SITSTUF|
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MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE
(Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying)
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 29th April, 2019

G.S.R. 335(E).—Whereas a draft of the Space allowance for conventional colony enclosures of
egg-laying hens for commercial egg production, 2019 is hereby published, as required under sub-section (1) of
section 11 of the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960 (59 of 1960), for inviting objections and
suggestions on the said draft rules from all persons likely to be affected thereby, before the expiry of the
period of thirty days from the date of publication of this notification in the Official Gazette;

The objections and suggestions, if any, may be sent to the Deputy Secretary (Animal Welfare) to the
Government of India, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change;

All objections/suggestions received from the public within the specified period shall be duly
considered by the Central Government;

India is a member country of World Organization for Animal Health (OIE), an inter-governmental
body and standard setting body under World Trade Organization (WTO). OIE also prescribes standards for
animal welfare.

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) of section 38 read with
sub-section (1) (e) of Section 11 of the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960 (59 of 1960), the Central
Government hereby makes the following rules, namely:-

DRAFT RULES

1. Short title and commencement.-(i) These rules may be called the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
(Egg Laying Hens) Rules, 2019.

(ii) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official Gazette.

2. Objectives.-These Rules address space allowance for commercial pullets or hens of species Gallus gallus
domesticus to clarify space requirement of laying hens and pullets kept in conventional colony enclosures,
previously referred to as battery cages, for egg production.

3. Definitions - In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires, -
i.  ‘Act’ means the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960 (59 of 1960);

ii. ‘Conventional colony enclosures’(previously referred to as battery cages) means a confined area
which can have varying dimensions and number of laying hens and pullets conforming to minimum
space required so as not to inflict cruelty.

iii.  ‘Environmental condition’ means the location where poultry farming is taking place.

iv. ‘Farm’ means the land, building, support facilities, and other equipment that are wholly or partially
used in poultry farming for the production of eggs; the farm premises should be contiguous in nature
for registration purpose.
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Vi.

Vii.

viii.

iX.

X1.

Xii.

4.

‘Farm owner’ or ‘farm operator’ means any person(s) or companies or entrepreneurs or farmers
organisations or societies who own(s) or controls the operation of a farm and includes individual(s)
and any other person on whose behalf the farm is being run.

‘Laying hens’ (hens) means sexually mature female birds of the species Gallus gallus domesticus kept
for the commercial production of eggs for human consumption and other usage.

‘Layer pullets’ (pullets) means female birds of the species Gallus gallus domesticus raised for
commercial layer production purposes from hatch until the onset of sexual maturity.

‘Registering Authority’ means Animal Husbandry Department of the State and Union Territories
where the poultry farm is established.

“Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals(SPCA)” means the Society as defined in clause (e) of
rule 2 of the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Establishment and Regulation of Societies for
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals) Rules, 2001 (notified vide S.O. 271(E) dated 26" March, 2001).

“State Board” means a State Animal Welfare Board constituted in a state by the state government.

“Veterinary practitioner’” means a registered veterinary practitioner as defined in clause (g) of section
2 of the Indian Veterinary Council Act 1984 (52 of 1984).

“OIE” — World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) is an international organisation with 181
member countries, which have given it a mandate to improve animal health and welfare throughout
the world.

Application of rules- These rules shall apply to the farms where egg laying hens are housed in colony

enclosures.

5.

il.

iii.

1v.

vi.

vii.

il.

Registration of farms-

Persons or entities owning or having charge of farms keeping such number of hens and/or pullets per
farm as may be specified by the Registering Authority of the concerned State or Union Territories
shall apply to get their farms registered with the Animal Husbandry Department of the concerned
State Governments/ Union Territories.

The Animal Husbandry Department of the State shall, while granting registration, impose such
conditions as it may deem fit as per other extant local laws.

The application for Registration shall include the farm layout, bio-security arrangement as prescribed
from time to time by the Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Farmers’ Welfare, Ministry
of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare and other relevant information (required under the rules).

The Registering Authority, if satisfied that the enclosures are as per the Rules, shall register the farms
and issue a certificate of registration.

The certificate of registration will be valid for five years from the date of its issuance. The certificate
may be renewed from time to time through an application made by the person owning or in charge of
the farm to the registering authority, within three months from the date of expiry of the existing
certificate of registration.

Every farm operating prior to the commencement of these rules shall, within a period of three months
from the date of its commencement, register itself with the Animal Husbandry Department of the
concerned State.

The registration certificate shall be displayed in a conspicuous place at the farm.

Responsibility of poultry farm owner or farm operator .-

The owner/operator/Highest Ranking official of farm/company/society/organization shall be
responsible for ensuring the compliance of these rules as per the given environmental conditions for
the welfare of layer hens.

In case of contract farming between contractor and farmers, where inputs for poultry farming are
provided to the farm owner by the contractor, both the farm owner and the contractor shall be
responsible for ensuring compliance of these rules.
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iii. ~ Where a farm is owned by a government, the responsibility of compliance of these rules shall be on
the Head of the institution.

7. Power to authorise inspection- For the purposes of ensuring compliance, the Animal Husbandry
Department of the State or Union Territories or the Board/State Board/District Society for Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals (SPCAs) may authorize officials of appropriate level to inspect any farm, and submit a
report containing the findings of such inspection to the registration authority, and officials of appropriate level
may —

i.  enter at any reasonable time and inspect the farm; and require any person to produce farm layout
records kept by him in respect of the registered farm.

ii.  during the inspection, the inspecting official must follow biosecurity protocols and norms as
specified.;

iii.  no inspector shall visit more than one farm within a period of seventy two hours for biosecurity
concerns to prevent the spread of infection. He should keep the record for all of his visits to ensure
biosecurity protocols.

8. Space allowance for laying hens:
All new farms or replacement of old cages must meet following specification:

Floor space per bird shall not be less than 550 square centimeter and each cage should
accommodate preferably a minimum of 6-8 birds, thus ensuring reasonable space for laying hens for
lying down, standing up, flapping wings, turning around and access to feed and water.

9. Maintenance records of space allowance:

i) The farm owner or the operator shall ensure that the maximum housing density is not exceeded and
maintain records of the total floor area available to the hens; the space allowances; and maximum number of
birds kept within the house.

ii) The farm owner or the operator shall maintain the record of available number of birds, the daily mortality
and number culled.

iii) These records shall be made available for inspection by the prescribed authority.
10. Prohibition with regard to feed:

i) The feeding of hens with remains of dead chicks shall be prohibited.

ii) The use of growth promoters shall be prohibited.

iii) Antibiotics may be administered for therapeutic purposes (disease treatment) and only under supervision
of a veterinarian.

iv) Withdrawal of feed to induce a molt shall be prohibited.

11. Veterinary Care. -The farm owner or farm operator shall deploy adequate manpower including
registered veterinarian to provide adequate management and veterinary care during housing and in emergency
medical care. The emergency contact details of the veterinarian should be displayed at a conspicuous place.

12. Euthanasia of male chicks.- The hatcheries shall use any of the procedure for euthanasia for male chicks
as prescribed in the OIE guidelines.

13. Disposal of spent hens.- The farm shall sell the spent hens preferably to the licensed slaughter houses or
to a registered trader and transport and slaughter of spent hens shall be in accordance with the applicable rules.

14. Cancellation of Registration. - If any poultry farm is not maintained in the manner required under
these Rules, the registering authority may, after serving a show cause notice in writing, and giving an
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opportunity to the person to reply on such show cause notice within a period of thirty days, cancel the
certificate of registration.

15. Revocation of Registration.- If the farm complies with the deficiencies identified during the
inspection within a specific time frame, the registering authority shall consider revoking the registration.

16. Appeal. - An appeal shall lie from any order refusing or cancelling the registration of any farms under
these Rules to such officer or authority as the State Government may specify on this behalf.

17. Penalties. -If any person owning or having charge of farms contravenes the Rules, he shall be
punishable with fine as prescribed under Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960. When the contravention
is by an entity, the person in charge shall be deemed to be guilty of the offence and shall be punishable
accordingly.

18. Enforcement time. —

(i) State governments shall notify the administrative provisions necessary to comply with these rules not later
than 31st December 2019. States shall forthwith inform the same to the concerned administrative ministry.

(i) Existing farms will change to new animal welfare guidelines not later than Jan. 1, 2025.
(iii) These rules shall come into force on 1% Jan 2020 after the publication in the Official gazette.
[F. No. R-99014/13/2019-Anlm-Dadf]
O. P. CHAUDHARY, Jt. Secy.
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